

Term 4

April 2017
Dear Parents/Guardians

New Children
[image: image1.emf]A BIG welcome to all our new children and their families who have joined us recently.  We hope you will enjoy coming to the nursery and that your child is settling in.  If you have any worries or queries don’t hesitate to speak to any member of staff.  We are happy to help if we can.
Links with Primary One

We are now at the time of the year where we begin our transition activities in earnest for those children who are starting Primary One in August. The children will continue to visit P1 classes and join in with activities in the school. To familiarise the children with playtime routines, we will be joining the infants in the playground, getting to know the other children and enjoying snack outside. The children will also have many opportunities to meet and play with the older pupils who will become their P7 buddies next session. 
Additionally, we will be linking with the P1 classes in a series of activities this term in which all children will be involved. We will be working together as the children practise the different races for Sports Day, with the experienced, older children helping the Nursery boys and girls. 
Nursery boys and girls will be joining P1 children in a Teddy Bears’ Picnic at Gauchill woods. All children are invited to bring in a small Teddy with their name clearly labelled. We would appreciate if all children can arrive by 9am wearing suitable outdoor clothing. We will aim to arrive back at Nursery for 11:30am. Please complete the permission slip below and return by Friday 28th April. 
Teddy Bears Picnic at Gauchill Woods

Wednesday 3rd May – Session 1 

Thursday 4th May – Session 2
Talking Boxes

We will be starting Talking Boxes week commencing Monday 8th May.
Week of Monday 8th May - Green and Blue Groups

Week of Monday 15th May – Red and Orange Groups
Week of Monday 22nd May – Yellow and Purple Groups
Please don’t worry if you don’t have it ready on the first day as you can imagine we might only do a couple a day with each group.
Trip to Castle Fraser
We have organised a trip to Castle Fraser to carry out some exciting outdoor activities.  Session 1 on Tuesday 9th May and Session 2 on Thursday 11th May.  Please note that there will be no nursery for the other session on trip days due to us being out of the building for the day.  A letter will be out shortly with more details.
Learning Packs
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Learning Packs will be going out on a Thursday and should be returned to nursery on a Tuesday.  Have fun using these resources at home with your child.  Please return the packs in the condition that you received them and check that the contents are correct.  If any pieces are missing from the packs then please inform a member staff from the nursery so that we can replace it. Please note that we will be unable to offer your child another pack until they have returned their previous one.  
Parent Helpers
[image: image3.emf]We would like to offer you the chance if you wish, to come along and help out in nursery.  We ask that parents of children who have only just joined not to volunteer for this term to allow their child to fully settle in. We have found in the past that some children can get very upset and unsettled if their parents come in too early.  This term, two parent helpers will be invited in on a Monday.  A sheet is up for both sessions on the Parent’s notice board for you to place your name against the Monday of your choice.  This is done on a first come basis.
Clothing
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Please can we remind you to make sure your child has a coat and any other clothing needed.  This would allow us to be able to go outside to play or on walks around the School.  We hope to be able to go out in all types of weather so it is important to wrap them up well if required. Remember to also include a spare set of clothes (including pants and socks) in your child’s bag in case they get wet or need to change.
Just a reminder to check the board if it is the outdoor or indoor shoe sign displayed.  Most days the outdoor shoe sign will be displayed to allow us to use the outdoor area more efficiently, however on days we visit the hall or are doing activities within the School the indoor shoe sign will be displayed.

Can we ask that you ensure children have suitable footwear for both indoors and outdoors.  There should be no crocs, slippers or heels as this can cause accidents to happen in the Nursery and Gym etc. Similarly, can we also ask that you ensure your child does not wear any loose jewellery.
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If we are lucky enough to see some sunshine this term please can you remember to apply sun cream to your child before they enter Nursery and provide a sun hat if you wish one to be worn by your child when outside in the sun.

Pupil Profiles
Please enjoy taking time to look through your child’s profile at pick up or drop off times. Maybe this is something you wish to do together with your child or even a quiet moment on your own. There is a place within your child’s profile where you can share and record an achievement that you and your child are proud of from home, family or their wider community. Please feel free to write in what they have achieved yourself or help them record their own news.
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Nursery Phone Number
If your child will not be attending Nursery please can you let us know by phoning us directly on 01467 634385.

Farewell Cafes

Following the success of our Autumn/Transport-themed Cafe, the children will host their family and friends at a farewell cafe. In the past, the children have loved sharing their different creative work and serving guests refreshments. The Cafes will take place in the week of the 12th June within session times as follows:

· Tuesday 13th June – the Red and Orange colour group cafes. 

Session 1 10:00-11:10 am Session 2 1:30-2:40 pm
· Wednesday 14th June – the Yellow and Purple colour group cafes.

Session 1 10:00-11:10 am Session 2 1:30-2:40 pm

· Thursday 15th June – the Green and Blue colour group cafes.

Session 2 10:00-11:10 am Session 1 1:30-2:40 pm

Parent Meeting

The Nursery will be offering Parent Meetings with their Keyworker, please see dates below. Mrs. Michie will be offering a number of evening appointments if this is more convenient, please speak to a member of staff.
Dates for Your Diary
Term 4 is very busy and some dates have changed since the blue calendar was printed.

Monday 1st May – School closed – May Day Holiday
Wednesday 3rd May – Primary 1 and Session 1 exploring Gauchill Woods

Thursday 4th May – Primary 1 and Session 2 exploring Gauchill Woods

Monday 8th May – Talking Boxes commence

Monday 8th May – Red Group Parent Meeting during the Nursery Session
Tuesday 9th May - Session 1 trip to Castle Fraser (No Nursery for Session 2)

Wednesday 10th May – Yellow Group Parent Meeting during the Nursery Session
Thursday 11th May – Session 2 trip to Castle Fraser (No Nursery for Session 1) 

Friday 12th May – Green Group Parent Meeting during the Nursery Session
Monday 15th May – Blue Group Parent Meeting during the Nursery Session
Tuesday 16th May – Purple Group Parent Meeting during the Nursery Session
Wednesday 17th May – Orange Group Parent Meeting during the Nursery Session
Tuesday 30th May – Nursery Parent Induction

Monday 5th June – Holiday
Thursday 8th June – Nursery Sports Day (details to follow)
Tuesday 13th June – the Red and Orange colour group cafes.

Wednesday 14th June – the Yellow and Purple colour group cafes.

Thursday 15th June – the Green and Blue colour group cafes.
Wednesday 21st –Friday 23rd June – Induction Week to P1 (details to follow – all Nursery children will be effected)
Friday 30th June – End of year party
Thank you for all you support,

The Nursery Staff
__________________________________________________________________

Gauchill Woods Permission Slip
Child’s Name:  ___________________ 


Session: ___________

My child *will / will not attend the trip to Gauchill Woods. (Delete as appropriate)

I *can/ cannot help on the day of the trip. (Delete as appropriate)

Parent’s Name: _________________________________________________
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