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              Term 4 – April 2017
                                          Term 4
Welcome back to Term 4. The children have settled quickly after their well- earned break. We have a busy time ahead of us and much to look forward to. Spring is here and we are hoping the weather is kind to us as we aim to get into the garden and ‘do our bit!’ There will be opportunities to meet and discuss your child’s learning and I look forward to meeting with you again. 
Literacy

In Literacy we have linked to topic work and started to produce a fact file on our own imaginary country. As a class we will be reading ‘The Accidental Prime Minister’ by Tom McLaughlin. We will be discussing the text, sharing opinions and completing comprehension tasks related to the book. We will discuss and identify differences between ‘Broadsheet’ and ‘Tabloid’ newspapers and examine the potential for bias in a news story. A significant and appropriate political figure will be chosen to research and we will the information gathered to help us write a biography of that person.
Maths

In Maths we will continue to increase our focus on mental tasks with an aim to share and explain our working methods and strategies. We have begun learning about square numbers, triangular numbers and cube numbers. We will continue to look at number patterns and learn about the ‘Fibonacci Sequence’ and the ‘Golden Ratio’. We have the opportunity to link our maths work with our P.E as we engage in athletics activities. We will collect data using measuring skills and present our results using lists, tables, diagrams and charts. 
Topic  
Our topic this term is ‘Who’s Running the Country?’ We have already started by creating our own country. We used atlases to site our country and where on the globe we are positioned will have an impact on that countries climate, industries, food production etc. This has made us consider some of the organisation and detail that is needed for a country to function. We will go on to learn about different styles of leadership and ways that a country can be run.

Timetable

The Class will have:
Drama with Mrs. McGillivray every Tuesday
P.E. with Mrs. Armstrong on Wednesday.
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                                      P6A & B together every Friday
Library every Second Thursday (odd weeks 1, 3 etc.)
Music Jazz sessions with Mr. Michael. Rehearsals with
                             Mr. Gray
Children should keep P.E kits in a drawstring bag in class during school days. Could I please highlight the importance of naming all of your children’s items of clothing.  I would also like to ask that if children cannot participate in practical activities, that a valid note is provided.
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Library

The class will visit the library every other Thursday this term. Please ensure your child takes their library books back prior to their next visit if they wish to take out a new book. Library provides a great opportunity for the children to enjoy reading and have personal choice on what they read.  
Homework

Homework will be handed out on a Thursday and will be collected in on a Tuesday of the following week. Homework will consist of a language activity, a maths activity and another piece of work. All homework will be to consolidate what the children are learning in class and will provide the children with the opportunity to progress their skills in a range of subjects. Reading tasks will be done in class. Reading will be given out on the days set to your child’s group. We would appreciate if you could sign any homework and reading tasks as an acknowledgement that you have seen them.
Dates for your diary:
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Parent/ Pupil Consultations
Tuesday 25th April

Thursday 27th April
Holiday

Monday 1st May
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Learning Showcase

Friday 19th May

Local Holiday
Monday 5th June

Sports Day
Friday 9th June

PTA Disco
Friday 16th June
End of term

Friday 30th June 3pm.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch. Please remember to make use of the homework diaries as another form of communication. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation. 

Mr Gordon Gray
