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Dear Parents
A warm welcome back to the new term!  It was lovely to see the children back happy and refreshed from their holidays and eager to learn.  We are looking forward to another busy and exciting term ahead.

Our Timetable

On Monday we have our library visit and on Wednesday we have Science with Ms Murray. Thank-you for ensuring that your child has a full P.E. kit with them every Monday.  The children take their P.E. kits home on Fridays to be washed.  
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Library

   The class will visit the library every second Monday.  Dates are as follows: 6th November, 20th November and 4th December and 18th December. Please continue to ensure your child takes their library books back prior to their next visit.  
Homework

Our homework routine continues as before with homework being issued on a Wednesday, to be completed and returned for the following Tuesday.  The children are expected to take responsibility for the organisation and handing in of their homework.  Homework is a revision of work covered in class and will always have been discussed and explained.  

As always, if you have any comments or concerns, please let me know by writing a note in the Reading Record book. 
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Topic 
We have two mini topics this term.  The first mini-topic is on Literacy leading up to our Scottish Book Week from 27th November -1st December.  We will be using the books from the Read, Write and Count packs as a context for learning and will be sharing our work with you at our café on 28th November.  You child will also receive their own pack to use at home. More information about Scottish Book Week can be found at:  http://scottishbooktrust.com/bws-schools
Our second mini topic will be on Scottish Inventors.  We will be finding out about significant Scottish inventors from the past, their influence both then and since, using historical evidence to compare aspects of people’s daily lives in the past with our own as well as making our very own inventions!
Targets
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This term in listening and talking we will be focusing on showing active listening through the use of verbal and non-verbal communication skills and developing the ability to make connections between ideas by drawing from different viewpoints.  We will also be using our story cubes from the Read, Write and Count packs to tell a story to our partner for the partner to recall and retell.
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In reading we will be answering both literal and inferential questions about a text both orally and in writing.  Pupils need to develop thinking and learning at all cognitive levels. Higher-level prompts help deepen children’s comprehension and stimulate original thinking.  A list of question stems and suggested activities for practising lower to higher order thinking can be found at:
http://kingsmead.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Blooms-Revised-Taxonomy-Link-for-parents2017.pdf
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If you would like a paper copy please let me know.  In writing we will focusing on writing a narrative using the story cubes from the Read, Write and Count packs to generate ideas around settings, characters and story problems to resolve.  
In maths, we will be working on our rapid recall of our times tables as well as estimating and rounding numbers.  We will also be learning to identify, use and record amounts of money as well as apply our mental agility number skills to calculate total spent and change in a shopping situation.
For Health and Well Being, we will be continuing to develop our self-reflection skills to support our learning journey and in P.E. we will be working on the gymnastic skills of jumping, rolling and putting weight on hands as well as creatively combining actions and movements in a sequence. We will also be learning some Scottish Country Dances for our Christmas Party!
We will continue learning French and will be revising our name and basic greetings as well as colours and some family vocabulary.
In RME we will be learning how Christmas is celebrated around the world as well as Hanukah and Diwali from other world religions.
Dates for your diary
· In- service days              Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th November

· P3K Café                         Tuesday 28th November at 9.15am
· P3 Parties                        Wednesday 20th December
· Church Service                Wednesday 22nd December
· P3K Assembly                  Friday 16th February
It was wonderful to have the opportunity to meet parents during the open afternoon and parents’ appointments last term.  I look forward to continuing our partnership in your child’s education.  If there is anything you would like to discuss please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely
Ms Macdonald
Class Teacher P3K

