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Dear Parents
A warm welcome back to the new term!  I hope you all had a lovely Christmas holiday.
Our Timetable

Our timetable for term 3 is as follows:

Monday/ Tuesday           P.E. with Ms Macdonald
Tuesday                          Science with Ms Murray
Thursday                        Music with Miss Minto
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   The class will visit the library every second Monday and have already enjoyed their first visit.  Future dates are as follows: 22nd January, 5th February, 19th February, 5th March and 19th March. Please continue to ensure your child takes their library books back prior to their next visit.  
Homework

Our homework routine continues as before with homework being issued on a Wednesday, to be completed and returned for the following Tuesday.  As always, if you have any comments or concerns, please let me know by writing a note in the Reading Record book.

Topic
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This term our topic is Ancient Civilisations.  We will be studying Ancient Egypt comparing and contrasting this Ancient Civilisation to present day life in Scotland.  This will include comparing and contrasting landscapes and geographical features, climate and seasons, daily life, transport and religion.

We will also be exploring the different alphabetical and numerical systems used in Ancient Egypt as well as looking at the impact this culture has had on Scotland and the world in general.  
Events
This term we will be visiting the ALEC Caravan for a session on Feelings.  They provide high quality on line resources and follow up lessons.  The children will be using some of the materials available this term.  
As part of our work on feelings we plan to set up a ‘Feelings Box’ in class.  The children can post notes into the box about what they would like discussed in class or to indicate if they would like a chance to talk to me by themselves.  
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Emergency Closure

We have already had our first taste of winter weather before Christmas.  In the event of a school closure there are snow packs for each year group on the school website.  These provide educational and engaging activities for your child to work on at home should there be a school closure.  If you would prefer a hard copy to keep at home please let me know by writing a note in your child’s home/school diary.
Targets

This term in Listening and Talking the children will be learning to use what they have learned from listening to write, to retell what they have heard in their own words and to justify their opinion during discussions with peers.
In Reading the children will be discussing texts read and what they have learned, identifying the main ideas and summarising stories in their own words.
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In Writing we will be learning how to write a personal diary extract as well as a diary entry from the point of view of another character.
In Maths the children will be looking at the properties of 3D shapes including square based pyramids and triangular prisms.  They will also be revising their knowledge of addition and subtraction and applying this to solve problems.
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In Health and Well Being the children will be learning to develop reflective questioning.  Reflection is a powerful tool as it challenges the children to think deeply about their learning, identifying what went well and next steps in learning.  It helps children come up with their own strategies to improve their learning and is highly motivational.  Activities to encourage children’s questioning can be found at: www3.hants.gov.uk/questioningtips.doc
In P.E. we will be will be learning to play hockey. We will also be choreographing a creative dance which we hope to share with you at our assembly!
Philosophy for Children is an inquiry based learning approach which explores ideas and the process of thinking through stories to help children develop a deeper understanding of issues.  Each week we will have a philosophical thought for the week which we will be displayed in the classroom.  Please ask your child what the philosophical thought for the week is!
Dates for your diary
· Holiday Weekend                                 Friday 9th-Monday 12th February inclusive

· In-service Days                                   Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th February

· P3K Assembly                                      Friday 16th February (Invite to follow)

· Parent/Pupil Meetings                         20th and 22nd March

· Church Service/End of term               Thursday 29th March
· Start of term 4                                   Monday 16th April
I look forward to continuing our partnership in your child’s education.  If you would like more information or there is anything you would like to discuss please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Wishing you and your family a happy and healthy new year.
Yours sincerely
Ms Macdonald
Class Teacher P3K
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