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Dear Parents
A warm welcome back to the new term!  I hope you had a lovely Christmas holiday and managed to avoid the worst of the weather.
Our Timetable

Our timetable for term 3 is as follows:

Monday         ICT with Mr Wilson

Tuesday        Music with Miss Watt

Wednesday   Science with Mrs Murray

Thursday       P.E.

Thank-you for ensuring that your child has a full P.E. kit with them every Monday.  As before, the children take their P.E. kits home on Fridays to be washed.  
This term the class will be supported by our PSAs Mrs Beagrie, Mrs Ritchie and Ms Stewart as well as by Ms Thompson, ASfL teacher.
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Library

   The class will visit the library every second Wednesday and have already enjoyed their first visit.  Future dates are as follows: 27th January, 10th February, 24th February, 9th March and 23rd March. Please continue to ensure your child takes their library books back prior to their next visit.  
Homework

Our homework routine continues as before with homework being issued on a Wednesday, to be completed and returned for the following Tuesday.  As always, if you have any comments or concerns, please let me know by writing a note in the Reading Record book.

Topic
This term we are studying Ancient Civilisations.  In three week blocks we will be studying Ancient Greece followed by Ancient Rome and Ancient Egypt.  At the end of the nine week block we will spend the following two weeks comparing and contrasting these Ancient Civilisations and looking at their impact on Scotland and the world in general.  On the 28th March, the children will host a Museum exhibition which you will be invited to.  An invitation with more details will follow.
Curriculum Support
The resources from the curriculum evening in November 2015 are being put on the website for you to access.  There are lots of usual materials including a list of websites to support work done in school.   A particularly useful website is Education City: https://ec1.educationcity.com/home.  This site has many free materials to reinforce and consolidate concepts taught in school.  Snow packs have also been updated and are on the school website for the children to use should there be a school closure.
CLIC

You may hear your child talking about the planet CLIC!  This is part of a numeracy programme we have begun using in class.  CLIC stands for ‘Counting’, ‘Learn Its’, ‘It’s nothing new’ and ‘Calculation’ which are the four essential elements which lead to us becoming numerate.  Along with their spelling words the children will also take home their ‘Learn Its’.  ‘Learn its’ are facts that are learned so well that the children can recall them instantly and which save them from having to count them again.  These include all of the 1 digit add 1 digit sums e.g. 5 + 9 as well as all of the 1 digit multiplied by 1 digit products e.g. 4 x 5.
Philosophy for Children

Staff have recently been trained in Philosophy for Children and have begun implementing this approach in class.  It is an inquiry based learning approach which explores ideas and the process of thinking in order to help children develop a deeper understanding of issues.  Each week we will have a philosophical thought for the week which we will be displayed in the classroom.  Please ask your child what the philosophical thought for the week is!
Events
Last term we visited the ALEC Caravan for a session on Feelings.  They provide high quality on line resources and follow up lessons.  The children will be using some of the materials available this term.  More information can be found at: http://coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/. 

This term we have had a visit from a Theatre group who performed ‘Robin Hood’.  The children thoroughly enjoyed the performance, as did staff, with lots of songs, laughter and audience participation.
In February we will have our Engineering Fortnight where engineers will be visiting us and working with the children on various challenges.

Dates for your diary
· Reports Issued                                    Thursday 22nd January 
· Parent/Teacher Appointments             Tuesday 26th January   3.30-6.30pm

· Parent/ Teacher Appointments            Thursday 28th January  6.30-8.30pm
· Holiday Weekend                                 Friday 12th-Monday 15th February inclusive

· In-service Days                                   Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th February

· End of term                                         Friday 1st April

· Start of term 4                                   Monday 18th April
I look forward to continuing our partnership in your child’s education.  If you would like more information or there is anything you would like to discuss please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Wishing you and your family a happy and healthy new year.
Yours sincerely
Ms Macdonald
