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Term2 – October 2016
Term 2
Welcome back to Term 2. I enjoyed the opportunity to meet with parents and children during consultation appointments. This gave both parties the chance to get to know each other better and discuss observations and guidance for the way ahead. The first term was certainly an industrious one and I anticipate that term 2 will be no different. We were lucky enough to attend ‘The Marriage of Figaro Children’s Unwrap’ at HMT during the first week back. This gave us a unique insight into the workings and management of an opera. Although opera isn’t everyone’s cup of tea, we all came away with an appreciation of the hard work and skill that goes into a stage production. 
Literacy

In Literacy we will learn about the key features of a non-chronological report and go on to write our own, focusing on the life of Queen Victoria. We will look closely at the organisation and layout of different types of letters. We will go on to produce a persuasive letter that highlights the plight of working children in the Victorian era. During topic work we will be learning about inventions and inventors from the Victorian era. Once we have learned about persuasive devices and key features of advertisements we will create an advert to promote a famous invention from that time period.
Maths

In Maths we are continuing our use of ‘New Wave Mental Maths’. This has been beneficial in highlighting areas that need further reinforcement and focus. We will revisit the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. Children will become more familiar with the language and terms used in 2D and 3D shapes. We will progress into drawing nets of 3D shapes and constructing our own 3D shapes. Areas to reinforce have been highlighted as ‘calendar work and dates’ and also interpreting Roman Numerals.
Topic

The start of Term 2 has seen us begin our ‘Victorians & Inventions’ topic. We have been constructing a chronological timeline of historical events within the Victorian era. Pupils will go on to examine the differences for the rich and poor during this time period. This will include researching details concerning housing, employment, schooling and diet. We will also draw comparisons with our own lifestyles and conditions of today. The ‘Christmas Fair’ will give us an opportunity to use some practical ‘Enterprise’ skills. We are working to produce our own class CD to sell and we will be involved in calculating costs and designing and selling a product. 
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Timetable

The Class will have:
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Library every Second Monday (odd weeks 1, 3 etc.)
P.E. with the Specialist Mrs. Armstrong every Wednesday
Music with Mr. Gray incorporating our Class CD
Science with Mrs. Murray on a Tuesday

Children should keep P.E kits in a drawstring bag in class during school days. Could I please highlight the importance of naming all of your children’s items of clothing.  I would also like to ask that if children cannot participate in practical activities, that a valid note is provided.
[image: image7.jpg]LE FIGARO



Library

The class will visit the library every other Monday this term. Please ensure your child takes their library books back prior to their next visit if they wish to take out a new book. Library provides a great opportunity for the children to enjoy reading and have personal choice on what they read.  
Homework

Homework will be handed out on a Thursday and will be collected in on a Tuesday of the following week. Homework will consist of a language activity, a maths activity and another piece of work. All homework will be to consolidate what the children are learning in class and will provide the children with the opportunity to progress their skills in a range of subjects. Reading tasks will be done in class. Reading will be given out on the days set to your child’s group. We would appreciate if you could sign any homework and reading tasks as an acknowledgement that you have seen them.
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Dates for your diary:

Inset Days 
Monday 14th November
Tuesday 15th November

Christmas Fair

Saturday 19th November
ALEC Caravan week beginning 5th December

Christmas Party 12th December
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch. Please remember to make use of the homework diaries as another form of communication. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation. 

Mr Gordon Gray
