Reading Together – Early Literacy 
Reading forms part of your child’s daily experiences.  They will have the opportunity to experience reading with you throughout the day.  There will be times when you want to dedicate a part of the day to reading or enjoying books.

During this time it is important to consider the following points …

· Turn the TV off.  Background noise is distracting and will not aid concentration.  Be as relaxed and comfortable as possible.

· Have a choice of different books to choose from (fiction and non-fiction)

· Try to have as few interruptions as possible.  This will allow your child to follow the story, get a feel for the book, have a sense of involvement and appreciate the importance and enjoyment of reading.

· Make sure your child can see the illustrations at all times.

· Occasionally run your finger along the words.  This will model the direction of the print.

· Ask questions and discuss the story.  What might happen next?  Can you remember what … said?  How might the story end differently?

· After reading the book you may want to extend further reading and thinking.  For example if you were reading ‘Owl Babies’ you might want to find out about owls in a non-fiction book or visit a nature reserve to see some owls.

The most important thing is to have fun and enjoy books and stories.
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