Kintore Primary School
Bulletin No. 15 – Session 2017-2018

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Nursery Parent Induction / 1140 hours
On Wednesday at 7.00pm we will be holding our new intake induction.  At the start we hope to have a brief presentation on the introduction of extended nursery hours which may be of interest to any parent of young children as well as child minders, etc involved with child care. 
Our hope is that we can offer extended hours in a way that suits our community. 
All are welcome!

Sports Day – Friday 8 June
It is not too late to submit an offer of help for this; we really cannot run this event without you.
It also helps us keep the children together in their houses if they are wearing even just a touch of their house colours.
Don – blue
Gauchhill – red
Hallforest – yellow
Bennachie – green
No need to buy something new however, but please remember no football strips. 

SPEAKOUT, STAY SAFE
The NSPCC will be in school on Monday and Tuesday 18/19 June to deliver the above programme aimed at supporting children to speak out against abuse.
The presenters will deliver age appropriate sessions as follows:
P1-3 – Assembly (20 minutes)
P4-7 – Assembly (30 minutes)
Each class in P6 and P7 will have an hour long workshop; the focus of this will be on-line safety.






The NSPCC are also willing to run a one hour workshop for parents in the evening.  I realise that this will be the second such workshop we have had on offer this session, but on-line safety and use of social media is a growing problem with pupils of all ages.  
Please indicate below if you would like to attend a workshop on Monday 18 June.
Should you require more information we have attached a letter to our website; this has more details and links for you to follow. 

GDPR
You will be aware from media coverage that this will impact on the type of personal information we retain in school.  There are also implications regarding being able to keep in contact etc.  This is likely to impact on the frequency of return slips and the need for permission on a more regular basis. 
As a result of this some parents may receive an email asking them to re-register their school meals contract.  To do this you are required to link your child to the account.  If you have misplaced the account reference please contact Aberdeenshire Council Contact Centre on 03456 081202.  In some cases our school office may also be able to help. 

Football Tournament
Due to circumstances outwith their control the PTA were unable to organize this popular event this term.  The Committee would however, like this to continue in the future and would love to hear from any parent keen to help out with this in future.  PTA meetings are open to all parents and there is the AGM on the 5 June – any help would be most welcome. 
My apologies for the late notification of this.  I was meant to add this to the last bulletin but forgot to do so. 

Pupil Medication
Please do not send your child to school with medicines of any description.  We will administer medication where a child requires it on an on-going daily basis, with full parental permission and relevant care plans but do not have the capacity to do so on an ad hoc basis.  We are also obliged, in the interest of safety, to keep all medication locked away. 
Should your child require medication please arrange to do this yourself by popping into the school. 

School Garden 
Staff have attempted quite a clear up of the garden which was to say the least, a bit overgrown.  We hope to continue our efforts and engage all classes in maintaining and planting over the next few weeks.  In our next bulletin we will be asking for volunteers to keep the weeds at bay over the holiday. 

Scotland from the Sky
The above BBC series filmed in Kintore last summer is currently being broadcasted.  Kintore is in the final episode going out at 9.00pm on Wednesday 30 May. 
Historic Scotland has also published a book to accompany the series which can be purchased from Amazon. 

Class Formation Session 2018 – 2019
Our numbers dictate we will have twenty-one classes next session.  Classes have to be organized to the following criteria. 
        P1 x 3                P4 x 3
        P2 x 2               P5 x 3
        P2/3 x 1            P6 x 3
        P3 x 2               P7 x 3
We may opt for P6 x 4 or a composite P6/7 as pupil numbers are still to be finalised. 
Over the next week or so we will be collating information on pupil progress, special requirements etc. to begin pupil allocation.  This is by no means an easy task and once set we would be unable to move pupils for whatever reason. 

Staffing
As usual at this time of year we have a number of staff changes.
Mr Gordon Gray – Gordon has decided to return to teaching in international schools and will take up a new post in Egypt.  We will miss Gordon’s sure and steady approach to teaching. 
Ms Claire Thompson teacher of ASN will be moving to Perth at the end of this session.  Claire will be sorely missed by her pupils and colleagues.  We wish Claire every happiness in her new setting. 
Mrs Shona Murray leaves us shortly to take up a post teaching science in Meldrum Academy.  In her time with us I am sure Shona has awakened a love of science in our pupils and we wish her well. 
Two of our probationer teachers have jobs in Aberdeenshire; Miss Jessica Airlie will move to Fishermoss (much nearer home) and Mr Steven Munro to Balmedie Primary.  We wish both well in their new careers.
 
Pupil Support Assistants
We also say goodbye to Mrs Mel Binfield who has been with us since October and will take up a place in the Post Graduate primary teacher course.
After four years we say goodbye to Mr Matthew Gray who will also be joining the same course.  Matthew has been a super member of staff contributing not only to the children’s learning but to the overall life of the school community.
We wish both every future success. 

Head Teacher Recruitment
The process for the above is underway and if all goes to plan an appointment should be made before the end of term.  The Parent Council are very much involved in this on your behalf. 

PSA Recruitment
We will shortly be advertising for Pupil Support Assistants.  All will initially be advertised as temporary although two are likely to become permanent.  The other two posts will remain temporary as they are government funded. 
Community Notices
Garioch Community Kitchen 
The Garioch Community Kitchen are offering After School Cookery Classes for children from P3 upwards, aiming to get children preparing, cooking and eating healthy food. The next block of classes run from Tuesday 29 May – 19 June, from 4.00 pm – 6.00 pm in the Wyness Hall. For more information or to book a place please email gariochcommunitykithcen@hotmail.co.uk 

Aberdeenshire Council Ranger Service 
The Ranger Service is holding various events and activities in June throughout Aberdeenshire. For more information please see the school website or visit www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/leisure-sport-and-culture/ranger-service. 

Language Café
Kintore Library is holding a free language café for anyone interested in improving their English.  The first session is on Friday 8 June 10.15 – 11.45 am.  Contact Caithleen Bell for more information on 01467 539853 or 07557 171907. 

Adult Learning
Aberdeenshire Community Learning and Development (CLD) Service provide free courses for adults to improve skills. For more information call 01467 539853. 
Forthcoming Events
Friday 25 May  	- P1K Assembly
Monday 28 May	- Theatre Group Visit – Oliver Twist
Tuesday 29 May	- P7 transition event in Kintore School 
	- P6 classes to Bible Exhibition 
Wednesday 30 May	- Nursery Parent 
		Induction 
Friday 1 June	- P1S Assembly 
	- Little Learners Session (Pre-School)
Monday 4 June	- Local holiday
Tuesday 5 June	- Parent Council / PTA AGM
Wednesday 6 June	- Hopscotch Theatre Group ‘Heads & Tails’ P1-4
Thursday 7 June	- Nursery Sports Day
Friday 8 June	- School Sports Day
	- Little Learners (Pre-School)
Saturday 9 June	- North East Rotary Quiz Beach Ballroom

Holidays for 2017/2018 Session
Monday 4 June 2018	- Occasional Day
Friday 6 July 2018	- Last Day of School
Tuesday 21 August 2018	- Start of session 2018 –     2019
Monday 15 October to 	- School Holidays
Friday 26 2018
Monday 24 December to 	- Christmas Holidays
Friday 4 January 2019 	
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                                          Reach for the Stars

Parent/Guardian Comments








~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NSPCC – Online Safety Parent Workshop 18 June 2018 
I would be interested in attending an hour long NSPCC (workshop on the evening of Monday 18 June
Name ……………………………………………………………………………………… Child’s Name ……………………………………..  Class …………………………………….
Contact Number …………………………………………………………………
Parent/Guardian Signature………………………………………………………………Date………………………………………………….
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