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Welcome back! I hope you all had an enjoyable summer break and are rested and ready for a busy term ahead!  We will have Mrs Brown and Ms Ritchie working with us in our class this term as our PSAs.  In addition to this we will have Support for Learning teacher Mrs Saunders working with groups within the class to support literacy and numeracy.  Our specialist teacher this term will be Frau Kaup to teach German and the class will also have Mrs Young to learn about Music and Drama.  
[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/computer-clipart-for-kids-computer-clip-art_1404140955.jpg]Some of the children came with some concerns at the start of the year about being in a composite class.  I can assure you that the work the children will be doing is appropriate for their age and stage.  P6 pupils will be doing their Bikeability training this term.

	Monnday
	Library (every second week starting 28th August)

	Tuesday
	P.E. - indoor

	Wednesday
	German with Ms Kaup 

	Thursday 
	P.E. - indoor

	Friday
	Assembly 


Timetable for the week:

 



Dates for your diary:

Friday 31st August- Open Afternoon drop in (1:45-2:45)
Monday 3rd September- Friday 7th September- P7 trip to Inverclyde 
Thursday 20th / Friday 21st September- Tempest School Photographs 
Thursday 27th September- P6/7 Café (9:15-10:00)
Tuesday 2nd October- Parents twilight
Thursday 4th October- Parents evening
Friday 12th October- End of term 

*Bikeability letters will be issued in due course- dates are still being arranged. You will be updated as soon as everything is finalised. 


Homework:

Upon our return from Inverclyde, homework will be issued on a Thursday and returned on a Tuesday.  I aim to start a class GLOW page, whereby your child can access the class information and homework that I’ve set each week.  If you have any I.T. problems at home please let me know, and of course, homework will be printed for you.  Each child will have a homework diary where reading and homework will be noted down and these can  be used to communicate any information with me. 




[image: ]Contexts for learning: 
[image: ]
This term we will be learning about ‘Significant Scots’ for our topic work.  The children will investigate Scottish people, past and present, who have made significant contributions to the world.  We will investigate areas of Science, Engineering, Maths and find out about inventions that have been created by a Scot!  Pupils will develop their research and investigative skills to find key facts about these figures and to write in their own words why they made such a significant contribution to the world.

[image: ]In maths, pupils will be revisiting place value and building on existing knowledge of estimating and rounding.  We will progress from what children have learned last year to more challenging adding, subtracting, multiplication and division.  For some children this will involve moving on to learn about decimals and multi-step problems.  Nearer the end of the term, pupils will be learning about money and solving problems in a real-life context.  We will continue to build on existing Mental Maths skills to improve speed and accuracy.  A little extra work at home never did anyone any harm!  Sometimes six weeks off is enough to forget those times tables! For problem solving, pupils will be split amongst the three P7 classes based upon what skills for problem solving they need to develop.  Some of the class will be staying with me, whilst others will be going to Miss Corbett or Miss Seivwright- this is for one session each week. 

For Literacy we will be starting the term by doing narrative writing.  Children will have different stimulus to inspire short stories and get the imagination flowing!  We will progress to write recounts of personal experiences (Inverclyde and Bikeability for P6s).  Near the end of term is National Poetry Day, whereby we will be writing poems based on the nationwide theme ‘Change’.  As with problem solving, children will be put into groups depending on what the pupil’s needs for spelling/vocabulary improvement are.  Spelling and vocabulary will continue to be taught by myself as well, these are additional sessions and will be twice a week. 

I’m looking forward to meeting you and your families over the coming weeks and having a productive and busy term with the children. If you have any concerns you are welcome to write informal notes to me or if more time is needed to discuss an issue, a time can be arranged for after school. 
[image: ]
Thank you for your support,
Lyndsey Paterson
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